
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH 7016 July 17, 1995
choice. But they do not mention that
many seniors cannot afford the choice.
Our elderly will pay more and get less.

Republicans say they must cut Medi-
care to save it. If my Republican col-
leagues are concerned about the Medi-
care Program, why do they cut Medi-
care to pay for tax cuts for the rich?
This will not help Medicare.

Thirty years ago, Congress and the
President signed a sacred trust with
our seniors—Medicare. We must not
stand by while that trust is broken.

f

WAKE UP, AMERICA

(Ms. FURSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, I want to
issue a wake-up call to the American
people. I want to say to the American
voters: Please watch closely what’s
happening here in Congress. I don’t
think you’ll like what you’ll see.

What you’ll see during this appro-
priations process is a back-door attack
on the environment. Instead of reau-
thorizing and finetuning laws in the
light of day, this Congress is covertly
starving programs to death through
lack of funding.

The American people trust that the
environmental laws that we’ve had on
the books for the past two decades will
continue to be enforced, because
they’re law. Wrong. This new Repub-
lican Congress is in the process of:
Taking away money from the Fish and
Wildlife Service which lists species
that are on the brink of extinction;
taking away money from the EPA
which stops polluters from dumping
waste into our rivers; and taking away
money from the Forest Service which
ensures logging operations don’t harm
salmon spawning habitat.

So even if though there’s a law soon
to protect the environment, there will
be no money to enforce it.

America, is this really what you
voted for? I don’t think so.

f

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, July 14, 1995.

Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
The Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives,

Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 5 of Rule III of the
Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, I
have the honor to transmit a sealed envelope
received from the White House on Friday,
July 14, 1995 at 10:18 a.m. and said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
transmits the fourth biennial report (1995–
2000) to the United States Arctic Research
Plan.

Sincerely yours,
ROBIN H. CARLE,

Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives.

BIENNIAL REVISION TO U.S. ARC-
TIC RESEARCH PLAN—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Science:

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of the

Arctic Research and Policy Act of 1984,
as amended (15 U.S.C. 4108(a)), I trans-
mit herewith the fourth biennial revi-
sion (1996–2000) to the United States
Arctic Research Plan.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 14, 1995.
f

REPUBLICAN SNEAK ATTACK ON
THE ENVIRONMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House the gen-
tleman from Colorado [Mr. SKAGGS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SKAGGS. Mr. Speaker, I am
afraid that the new Republican major-
ity in the House is carrying out what is
in effect a sneak attack on public
health, on environmental protection
and on our national park system,
among other things.

Following the unfortunate example
of James Watt, they are distorting the
normal legislative process around here,
acting against House rules by using the
appropriations process to rewrite law
and reshape policy, so that they can
achieve, by stealth, objectives that
lack real public support.

We saw the start of this pattern with
the first rescissions bill, with its pages
of legislative language waiving envi-
ronmental and forest management
laws, language that under the normal
rules of the House should not have been
in any bill of that kind.

We are seeing it again now in the In-
terior appropriations bill, which we
will take up again later today, with its
provisions to dissolve the National Bio-
logical Service, transfer its functions
to the U.S. Geological Service, again,
legislating on an appropriations bill,
again, an attack on research and on
sound wildlife conservation; also, in
the same bill, with its provisions to es-
sentially eliminate the Mojave Na-
tional Preserve in California as a unit
of the National Park Service, by a back
door attack instead of a straight-
forward proposal to repeal or amend
the California Desert Protection Act.

Later this week we will see it in even
more outrageous ways when the full
Committee on Appropriations takes up
the bill to fund the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. That bill has more rid-
ers than the Long Island Railroad.
Most of them are intended to prevent
the government from doing its job in
protecting our water, our air, our wet-
lands, our health. Let us just take a
look quickly at the passenger count,
the number of riders on that bill.

In just 7 pages of the bill dealing
with the EPA, there are 21 anti-envi-
ronment riders, including the following
provisions: blocking enforcement of air
pollution permits; limiting enforce-
ment of storm water and sanitary
sewer provisions in the Water Pollu-
tion Control Act; handicapping the
EPA’s ability under the Clean Air Act
to regulate toxic emissions from cer-
tain refineries; putting other limits on
enforcing environmental laws affecting
other parts of the oil and gas industry;
stopping EPA from taking steps to
keep arsenic, radon and other
radionuclei out of our drinking water;
limiting the EPA’s efforts to control
toxic releases from cement kilns and
other incinerators; restricting the
gathering and publishing of informa-
tion about the use of chemicals; re-
stricting the protection of the coun-
try’s wetlands, blocking efforts to en-
courage car pooling; restricting efforts
to improve water quality in the Great
Lakes; and, undermining the regula-
tion of pesticides in foods.

Mr. Speaker, the pattern could not be
clearer. Just take a look at it, page
after page of regressive anti-environ-
mental and underhanded provisions
aimed at handcuffing efforts to protect
our food supply, keep our air and water
clean, protect vital wetlands, all things
vital to our natural systems all over
the country.

It is no wonder, Mr. Speaker, that
Carol Browner, the EPA administrator,
has concluded that we are seeing ‘‘an
organized, concerted effort to under-
mine public health and safety and the
environment.’’

If anything, Carol Browner under-
states the situation. The American
people need to know what is going on.
They need to know that this new Re-
publican majority is determined to un-
dermine the progress that we have
made in the last several decades in pro-
tecting our environment, progress that
the American people are proud of and
want to see continued. They need to
know that we are in the midst of a full-
fledged attack on the safeguards of the
water we drink and the air we breathe.
They need to know because, when they
do know, they will reject this assault
on public health, public safety and pub-
lic lands.

We need to be doing more, not less,
to clean up the environment and to
protect people’s health.

For instance, two new studies this
year tell us that 53 million Americans
are drinking tap water that is below
standards. What is the response of the
new majority here in the Congress to
this? To do more to clean up the na-
tion’s water? No. The Republican re-
sponse is to come up with eight dif-
ferent legislative riders to determine
the Clean Water Act and the Safe
Drinking Water Act. Hard to imagine.

This Republican sneak attack on the
environment should not and will not go
unopposed. The American people did
not vote last November to roll back 25
years of environmental progress. They
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